
CONNECT WITH US!
Visit our website at  spldecatur.org

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stpaulsdecatur
Follow us on Twitter at @SPLDecatur

View our Live Stream at  stpaulsdecatur.sermon.net

Thought Before Worship
“I’ve wondered, though, if one of the reasons we fail to acknowledge the 
brilliance of life is because we don’t want the responsibility inherent in 
the acknowledgment. We don’t want to be characters in a story because 
characters have to move and breathe and face conflict with courage. 
And if life isn’t remarkable, then we don’t have to do any of that; we can 
be unwilling victims instead of grateful participants.” 
― Donald Miller, A Million Miles in a Thousand Years

Plan to attend SPL Kids: Worship? Parents, be sure to check in your 
child at the SPL Kids Table before worship begins. (3yrs-4th grade).

Call to Worship                                                             Soar

Welcome & Announcements

Invocation                 

Opening Praise                               Your Love Awakens Me

Lead Me to the Rock

Confession of Sins and Absolution
God and Father, I have lived with hurt and brokenness 
throughout my life. I have been in relationships where 
my heart was bruised by the selfishness of another. And 
because of that, my heart has grown harder and harder. I 
want to blame these people for the hurts they’ve caused 
me. I want to hold on to these hurts and use my anger 
as a weapon. But I come to You today to release this 
brokenness. And I know that this same ability for evil lives 
within me. So please, for Jesus’ sake, forgive me of the 
wrongs I’ve caused others. So that I can have Your power 
to forgive those who sin against me. In Jesus’ mighty name, 
amen.

6:00 pm & 10:30 am worship
September 30 & October 1, 2017

Pastor Eric Trickey
Pastor Doug Bender
Pastor Mark Gearig

Our Belief: Receiving the Lord’s Supper
The Apostle Paul wrote, “A man ought to examine himself before he 
eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28)  In order 
to examine yourself before attending the Lord’s Supper, when offered, 
ask yourself the following questions:
1. Do I believe I am a sinner, and am I sorry for my sins?
2. Do I believe Jesus, by His death, offers me forgiveness for all my 
 sins?
3. Do I believe I receive the body and blood of Jesus in and 
 with the bread and wine? (They are not merely symbolically present.)
4. Do I truly desire to turn from my sinful ways?
If you are able to answer “yes” to these questions, we invite you to join 
us for the Lord’s Supper, when offered.  Children and adults who cannot 
answer affirmatively are invited and encouraged to come forward for a 
blessing but should refrain from receiving the bread and wine.*

*For those who are unable, or prefer not to consume wine, cups with 
white grape juice are located in the center of the communion trays.

1 Bachrach Ct.
Decatur, IL 62526
Ph: 217-423-6955

spldecatur.orgBuild the Home, Change the World.

 THIS  WEEK  AT  ST.  PAUl's  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
Sunday 10/1
  9:15 am  Education Time (Adult and Children)
  9:15 am  Sunday Basics Class (Conference Room)
Monday 10/02
  1:00 pm  Women’s Ministry Meeting (Family Room)
  6:30 pm  20’s/30’s Small Group (Dining Room)
Tuesday 10/03 Lifetouch Photography 2pm-9pm
  5:45 am  Motivated by More Exercise (Room 122)
  9:30 am  Motivated by More Exercise (Room 122)
  5:00 pm  Women’s Ministry Meeting (Dining Room)
  6:30 pm  Cancer Companions Meeting (Family Room)
Wednesday 10/04  Lifetouch Photography 2pm-9pm
10:30 am  Chair Fitness (Room 122)
  4:30 pm  Fall Festival 500 Meeting (Family Room)
  5:30 pm  F3 Dinner (Dining Room) - Sloppy Joes & Mac n Cheese
  6:30 pm  F3 Classes (Various locations-all ages)
  6:30 pm  Basics Class (Room 203)
Thursday 10/5 Handbells (5:30 sanctuary)/Adult Choir (6:30 choir room)
  5:45 am  Motivated by More Exercise (Room 122)
  6:30 am  Men’s Bible Study (Conference Room)
  9:30 am  Motivated by More Exercise (Room 122)
  6:00 pm  Adult Choir Potluck (Dining Room)
Friday 10/6 
Saturday 10/8  Message- What Does This Mean: The Word  
  7:00 am  ManUP Men’s Ministry (Conference Room)
  4:00 pm  SPL Praise Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
  6:00 pm  Contemporary Worship (Children’s Time - 6:30pm)
 Sunday 10/9  Message- What Does This Mean: The Word
  8:00 am  Traditional Worship
  9:15 am  Education Time (Adult and Children)
10:30 am  Contemporary Worship (Children’s Time - 11:00am)

We Worship...
            4 week avg worship attendance: 906   
      Last Weekend’s Worship Attendance: 903   
                                                                      ...Better Together!

How do I respond to a 
broken relationship?

CARDS FOR KIDS   ·  Collecting thru October 8
Organized locally to benefit kids impacted by Hurricane Harvey, $20 
gift cards (Walmart, Target, ITunes, Barnes & Noble) are now being 
collected at SPL and LSA.  These cards will be routed to kids by LINC 
Houston to help them replace special items lost as a result of the devas-
tation.  More information is available at the Coffee Bar or by contacting 
Thalassa Trickey at thaleylula@gmail.com



Words of Institution  (Saturday only)

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper (Saturday only)  
If you have not communed with us before, please read “Our Belief: Receiv-
ing the Lord’s Supper” located on the back page.  We encourage families to 
commune together.  Prayer Ministers are available to pray with you at the 
front and back of the sanctuary at this time.

Communion  Songs                                    Broken Vessels

My Hope

Do You Know
Baptism (Sunday)

Prayers of the Church and The Lord’s Prayer
A handout with this week’s prayer concerns is available at the back of the 
sanctuary for those who would like to continue to pray for these requests.

Children dismissed for SPL Kids’ Time

Offering God Our Gifts                               
Our offerings, gifts and tithes are returned to Jesus in response to His 
sacrificial love for us. During the offering time, please complete one of the 
worship cards found in the pew in front of you and pass it to the center aisle.

Scripture Reading                                     Philippians 2:3-4         

The Message
    “How do we respond to broken relationships?”
 Pastor Doug Bender
Blessing

Closing Song                                                      Do It Again

  Children’s Ministry

  Men’s Ministry

    Women’s Ministry

     Youth Ministry

     Special Events

Tell Me MORE                                  MESSAGE NOTES

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

                          

        

        

           

Be a part of our FAMILY ALBUM  ·  October 3-4 
Are you new to SPL or did you miss the opportunity to be photographed last fall? 
Be a part of our “family album” and participate in our directory photgraphy with 
Lifetouch. Times available from 2pm-9pm. Help us update our files witih new con-
tact information before we print our new books-stop at our table in the Fellowship 
Area. Photo session sign-ups also available at spldecatur.org. Reserve your spot!
FALL FESTIVAL 500  ·  October 28 
Celebrate the 500th year of the Reformation at St. Paul’s! Children’s carnival 
games and inflatables begin at 4pm, German dinner (full hot meal with dessert-see 
menu in the fellowship area), polka band “Die Musikmeisters” and concessions 
(hot dogs/Bavarian pretzels/Fitz’s root beer)  4:30pm-6:30pm, and at 7pm join us 
in the sanctuary for the 2017 movie “The Case for Christ” (rated PG). Tickets for 
the German dinner (Adult plate-$10/Child plate-$5) are on sale now in the fellow-
ship area or online at spldecatur.org --All other events are free.
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
During the month of October, SPL Kids will be collecting supplies to be used for 
the packing of OCC Shoeboxes (packing Nov. 4/5/8).  The SPL Kids Offering 
for the month of October will be put toward the cost of shipping each box ($7.00/
shoebox).  Donations can be brought to the church office or SPL Kids classrooms.  
More details at SPLDECATUR.ORG.  

SPL KIDS 
Worship: Saturday Evening/Sunday Morning (During Message Time): 
Ages 6 weeks-3 years (Nursery), 3 years-K (Rm 206), 1st-4th grade (Great Rm) 
5th-6th Junior Leaders will leave with children (must have attended training)
Sunday Education (9:20am): PreK-K (Room 206), Gr. 1-4 (Room 213), Gr. 5-6 
(Room 211); Building Blocks for Parents/Caretakers & Children 0-3yrs (Room 203)
F3 (Wednesdays 6:30-7:30pm): 6 weeks-3yrs (Nursery), 3 yrs-K (Room 206): 
Bible App for Kids: Bible Adventure, 1st-4th grade (Room 213): Life With God, 
5th-6th Grade (Room 211): Life with God

SPL YOUTH 
THRIVE: Sundays at 9:20am in Room 122. 
F3: Wednesday at 6:30pm (Grades 9-12)- Led by Pastor Doug Bender
Youth Ministry Info Meeting  ·  October 15 
YOU.  God is calling YOU, to use the gifts He has given YOU and invest in the next 
generation, our YOUTH.  Within this family of faith, YOU have so much to share 
and it’s time to pass it on… from YOU to them.   Come, gather with our pastors and 
other leaders and find out about all the ways YOU can be serving and what excit-
ing developments are ahead for our YOUTH ministry at SPL.  Contact the Church 
Office with any questions at 217-423-6955.
7th/8th Grade Confirmation 
Classes: Sundays at 9:20am or Wednesdays at 6:30pm during F3.

Dads, Grandpas and Kids Campout @ Camp Cilca ·  October 7-8
Men, join us for a fun-filled weekend making memories with your kids and grand-
kids! Check out the table in the fellowship area for info and to sign up.

Shape the future of Women’s Ministry
Please complete one of our surveys and return them to baskets provided at the 
back of the sanctuary.
Women’s Ministry Bible Study  ·  Begins October 10
“The Armor of God,” Tuesdays 10:30am or 6:00pm starting 10/10). Call 423-6955 
or visit spldecatur.org to sign up. 
Advent by Candlelight ·  November 14
Are you interested in being a table host for this women’s ministry program?  Sign 
up by Oct. 9th. Call the church office at 423-6955 or go online to spldecatur.org

Our weekly Prayer Concerns sheets are at the back of the sanctuary.

Flowers on the Altar
Flowers on the Altar are placed to the glory of God and in memory 
of our fathers, Ralph Burton Johnson and Bobby J. Gillum by Pam 
and Jerry Johnson.

Family & Faith Celebration - Baptism
At 10:30am worship, we celebrate the baptisms of
Joey Vincent Jones, Jr (11/13/2002) and Jameson
Robert Jones (6/12/17). Parents are Kathleen 
(Luecke) and Joey Jones. Please welcome Joey, Jameson and 
their family as they receives new life in Christ. Congratulations!


