
CONNECT WITH US & SHARE YOUR STORY
Visit our website at  spldecatur.org

Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/stpaulsdecatur
Follow us on Twitter & Instagram at @SPLDecatur

View our Live Stream at  spldecatur.org/media

Thought Before Worship 
In order to find Jesus, every one of us needs direction.  
God gives it.                                                    - Max Lucado

Call to Worship           He Shall Reign Forevermore

Welcome & Announcements

Invocation and Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Reader 1: The fourth week of Advent we remember the gift of 
Love we have in Christ. The light of the candles is meant to 
remind us of the love that God has for us. Jesus shows us God’s 
perfect love. He is God’s love in human form. The Bible says that 
“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that whoev-
er believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.”
Reader 2: Love is patient, love is kind and envies no one. Love is 
never boastful or conceited, rude or selfish. Love is not quick to 
take offense, it keeps no records of wrongs, it does not gloat
over other people’s troubles, but rejoices in the right, the good, 
and the true. There is nothing that love cannot face, there is no 
limit to its faith, to its hope, to its endurance. Love never ends. As 
we light this candle, we remember that we are called to love like 
Christ loves us. As we light this candle, we are reminded that we 
are called to show that love in the way we treat others. 

(We light the four candles on the Advent Wreath.)
Reader 3: Let us pray - Loving God, we thank You for Your gift 
of love - shown to us perfectly in Jesus Christ our Lord. Help us 
prepare our hearts for the Lord’s coming by loving others as Christ 
loves us. We ask this in the name of the one born in Bethlehem, 
Jesus our Lord.
All: Amen

Opening Praise                                O Come All Ye Faithful

We All Bow Down
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OUR BELIEF: Receiving the Lord’s Supper
The Apostle Paul wrote, “A man ought to examine himself before he 
eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28)  In order 
to examine yourself before attending the Lord’s Supper, when offered, 
ask yourself the following questions:
1. Do I believe I am a sinner, and am I sorry for my sins?
2. Do I believe Jesus, by His death, offers me forgiveness for all my 
 sins?
3. Do I believe I receive the body and blood of Jesus in and 
 with the bread and wine? (They are not merely symbolically present.)
4. Do I truly desire to turn from my sinful ways?
If you are able to answer “yes” to these questions, we invite you to join 
us for the Lord’s Supper, when offered.  Children and adults who cannot 
answer affirmatively are invited and encouraged to come forward for a 
blessing but should refrain from receiving the bread and wine.*

*For those who are unable, or prefer not to consume wine, cups with 
white grape juice are located in the center of the communion trays.

2018 Annual Budget =
$2,360,500

WE WORSHIP...
            Last Weekend in Worship: 855
         Four Week Worship Average: 785

...BETTER TOGETHER!

GOD GUIDES THE WISE

December Budgeted Giving
$180,073  as of 12/19

Year to date shortage =
 $170,564

December Actual Giving 
$173,941  as of 12/19

SPLDECATUR.ORG/CHRISTMAS

 THIS  WEEK  @SPLDECATUR 
Sunday 12/23
  9:15 am  Education Classes (Children, Youth, Adults)
  9:15 am  Adult Christmas Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
Monday 12/24 ELC/SPL Offices Closed
  6:00 pm  Christmas Eve Worship: “A Different Way”
  8:00 pm  Christmas Eve Worship: “A Different Way”
Tuesday 12/25  MERRY CHRISTMAS! ELC/SPL Offices Closed
10:00 am  Christmas Day Worship: “Behold”
Wednesday 12/26
Thursday 12/27
  5:45 am  Motivated by More Exercise (Room 122)
  6:30 am  Men’s Bible Study (Large Conference Room)
Friday 12/28
Saturday 12/29  Message: “Every Heart a Manger”
  7:00 am  ManUP Men’s Ministry: Men’s Fraternity (The Loft)
  7:30 am  Motivated by More Exercise (SPL)
10:00 am  AA Big Book Study (Room 122)
  4:00 pm  Praise Team Worship Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
  6:00 pm  Contemporary Worship (SPL Kids - 6:30pm)
Sunday 12/30 Message: “Every Heart a Manger” 
  9:15 am  Education Classes (Children, Youth, Adults)
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#REDLETTERCHALLENGE  #SPLDECATUR

WEEKLY CHALLENGE:  Seven Acts of Service #7 
THE SERVICE OF SHARING THE “WORD OF LIFE” WITH ANOTHER 
Is there someone I know for whom I strongly believe God would 
like to whisper a blessing? Can I help by making a time of soli-
tude available, or by providing encouragement from God?

SPL KIDS

     SPL YOUTH

Special EventsConfession and Absolution
Lord, I have sought wisdom in all the wrong places, in this 
world and in myself.  In my pride, I have foolishly thought 
that I could make it on my own.  But You alone are the 
source of all true wisdom.  Forgive me, Lord, for my arro-
gance.  Lead me to Yourself that I may humbly receive Your 
wisdom and guidance.  Amen.

Words of Institution 

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper 
If you have not communed with us before, please read “Our Belief: Receiving the 
Lord’s Supper” located on the back page.  We encourage families to commune 
together.  Prayer Ministers will be at the back of the Worship Center to pray with 
you during this time.

Communion Songs                                             Adore Him

What Child Is This

Adore

Prayers of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer
A handout with this week’s prayers is available at the back of the Worship Center 
for those who would like to continue to pray for these concerns.

Dismissal of Children to SPL KIDS Worship

Offering                                      Hope Was Born This Night                             
Our offerings, gifts, and tithes are returned to Jesus in response to His 
sacrificial love for us.  During the Offering time, please complete one of 
the worship cards found in the pew in front of you and pass it to the center 
aisle.  We will also gather our 2019 Commitment Cards at this time.

Message                                      “The Magnificent Manger”
Pastor Mark Gearig

Blessing 

Closing Song                          He Shall Reign Forevermore

Red Letter Living Challenge             Seven Acts of Service - #7

See You Christmas Eve at SPL - Come at 6:00pm & 8:00pm!

         PLEASE NOTE

The 2019 Flower Chart is Available 
Provide Flowers on the Altar to honor God through your special celebra-
tion, giving thanks, or remembering a loved one. Sign up on the chart 
provided (on kiosk by office reception desk).

My Commitment 2019  ·  December 22 & 23
Two weeks ago Pastor Eric distributed a Commitment Card and he encouraged 
everyone to take it home and prayerfully consider tithing and/or making a gift 
for next year.  These cards will be collected as a special part of worship this 
weekend.  If you have not received one, they are available in your pews, near the 
doors of the worship center, and at the Connection Center for your convenience. 
Christmas Poinsettias  ·  Still Available
You still have an opportunity to place a Christmas Poinsettia in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one - stop by the board in the Fellowship Area to order yours 
or donate toward the cost of our Poinsettias today.
My Offering ·  Envelopes for 2019
For those who utilize the packets of Offering envelopes for regular giving, your 
packet has finally arrived.  They are available on the tables located by the East 
Coffee Bar, just off the Fellowship Area.  If you have questions about your enve-
lopes or how to give at SPL, contact Lisa Lovekamp at 217-423-6955.
F3: Family-Faith-Formation  ·  Winter Session
Get equipped in the new year! The Winter Session of F3 is January 9 - February 
27 at SPL, meeting Wednesdays at 6:30pm.  Classes for Adults, Youth, Kids, in-
cluding Loving Our Kids on Purpose, Made for a Mission, Bible Study: Hebrews, 
Lutheranism 101, Lead Where You Are: EAGER to Share, plus classes for youth 
and children.  Register now at SPLDECATUR.ORG & in the Fellowship Area.
Mission: Texas  ·  January 12-20 (CHANGE OF DATES)
Come along with Gene Mueller for a pop-up mission trip back to Rockport, Texas 
happening January 12-20, 2019.  Especially looking for construction workers, but 
anyone welcome.  Contact Pastor Mark for info at pastormark@spldecatur.org. 
 

SPL KIDS 
Worship: Saturday Evening/Sunday Morning (During Message Time): 
Ages 6 weeks-3 years (Nursery), 3 years-K (Rm 206), 1st-4th grade (Great Rm) 
5th-6th Junior Leaders will leave with children (must have attended training)
Sunday Education (9:15am): PreK-K (Room 206), Gr. 1-4 (Room 213), Gr. 5-6 
(Room 211); Building Blocks-Parents/Caretakers/Children 0-3yrs (Rm 203)
JUNIOR LEADERS: Loft Time will resume Wednesday, January 9 (3:30-5:30pm) 
Will not meet while school is not in session.

SPL YOUTH
All Youth Gr. 7 – 12 Welcome: Sunday Mornings at 9:15am [Meets in The Loft]
SPL Youth Wednesday Night @The Loft (6:30pm weekly)
Junior/Senior High LoftTime: Will resume January 8th (3:30-5:30pm) - will not 
meet while school is not in session. Have a great Christmas break!
SERVE: So many ways to serve SPL Youth - want to know how you can use your 
gifts to bless our youth?  Contact Pastor Bill at pastorbill@spldecatur.org today.

Holiday Schedule ·  2018/2019
SPL Church Office is closed December 24th, 25th and January 1.  
St. Paul’s Early Learning Center is closed December 24th, 25th & January 1st.
Lutheran School Association LSA is on Winter Break December 24th - January 
4th.  Classes resume January 7th.

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR
Flowers on the Altar are placed with a grateful heart in celebration of 
the birth of my Savior, my King, Jesus, by Karen Oesch.

Community Life Discussion Questions are available along with 
the weekly Prayer Concerns at the back of the Worship Center.


